Knowing the Spirit
Walter Beuttler

[Comments: 1) All scriptures are from the KJV except where noted. 2) This message has
been transcribed word for word (from Beuttler’ s own teachings) as accurately as possible
(due to the quality of the recording). 3) Beuttler had his own dictionary of favorite words
he used throughout his messages, and they have been transcribed and spelled out
accordingly. 4) Spelling on certain proper names, airports, hotels, locations, etc. may not
be exact. 5) Messages were spoken late 1960's, early 1970's. 6) Beuttler was a Bible
teacher at NBI (ak.a. EBI, Eastern Bible Institute) for 32 years traveling worldwide since
early 1950"suntil ayear before he went to be with the Lord in 1974.]

This morning the Lord awakened me at 4:00 o’ clock with His presence. You know, it's
remarkable how the Lord works with His presence. Some of you that have been with me
now, and on some occasions, | with you, you'll recall how much | speak about the
presence of the Lord.

The presence of the Lord is aremarkable thing.

Just to take a few more moments so we can sort of get used to each other. You're taking
my measurement and I’ m taking your temperature; that takes a few minutes, of course.

We had a pastor visiting just afew weeks ago, and he knew about our leaving on a round-
the-world journey. Hedidn't talk about it much at all. He was concerned about my
physical problems rather than the trip. He wanted to know if | would go anyway.

| said, “Yes, | expect to go.”
So heleft, he and hiswife.

| received aletter. Now he knew that | was coming by way of Honolulu. And he wrote
and said, “Brother Beuttler, on my way back home, the Lord spoke to my heart to ask our
church board to send you a $100 gift from our missions account for a little vacation in
Honolulu.” We were so thrilled. We were there 2 2 days and just about cost the $100.
Now thisiswhat I’m leading up to.

On the morning when the vacation was finished, we were leaving, | think around noon or
2:30, | guessit was, the Lord didn’t (may | put it reverently - be sure you get this
reverently), the Lord didn’t bother me while we were in Honolulu. Now don’t get this
wrong. I’'m ahard man to understand. Try to understand me right.

The Lord didn’t bother me in this sense: Many, many times the L ord awakens me with
His presence, often very early to pray and wait on the Lord. We had two full daysin
Honolulu. The Lord didn’t bother me once. | hope you get it right. He knows | mean it
right. In other words, He let me sleep in. He knew | needed arest.
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Y ou would be surprised what afull program | had. | have so many invitations for
ministry the world over, | do not know where to go next, and that’ s the truth. | just don’t
know where to go next.

So at home, I'm very, very busy - aways out in ministry. And the Lord knew | needed a
rest, so Helet me sleep in. Of course, He does that anyhow...But the Lord let me sleep,
and on the last day when we left, early in the morning, the Lord awakened me with His
presence, and | knew what it meant: “Time’s up. It’s time to start work again. The
vacation is finished. | need your attention.”

| was sitting there in the presence of the Lord. | knew right well what that signal meant,
that presence in there (pointing to stomach area): “ The vacation is over, it’s now time to
think of the meetings and to get yourself poised for Auckland.”

So early thismorning, | think it was 4:00 o’ clock, He awakened me with His presence. |
knew what it meant: “Time to start work.” Y ou think thisisonly amatter of speaking,
but you just don’t know the hours spent in the presence of the Lord waiting on the Lord.

S0 4:00 o’ clock this morning, “the bell” rang ding ading aling - so to speak - the inner
presence, time to get up. Thisisyour work, so now we'll get started.

As | was sitting before the Lord this morning, He very clearly gave me the subject that
we are going to pursue this week, and the subject is: Knowing the Spirit. Knowing the
Spirit, getting acquainted with the Holy Ghost. Now there is more to this than we are
ableto do thisweek. | taught that subject in school.

I’m no longer teaching. | gave up teaching. It was getting too hard for me. I’'min my
69" year, and the tempo in school was just getting too fast. The tempo was speeded up
while | had to slow down. And so | resigned my 32-year position in the school just this
coming May. I’'m going out to the Assembliesto minister al over the world. That
includes the United States, of course, where our homeis.

| used a whole semester in school, 4 months, for this subject. Here we have only afew
services. | say that so you will understand that while we try to cover as much as possible,
it still will only be avery small portion, but we want to get acquainted, and God wants us
to get acquainted this week with His Holy Spirit, particularly His personality. We're
barely going to get a start this morning, and this evening we' re going to continue
wherever we break off this morning.

Y ou understand, I’m not an evangelist. I’'m not amusician. | can't play the piano for
you. | don’t even know where K is. | don’t know anything about it. My work is to share
with God’s people all over the world what God has shared with me. In caseyou're
interested, thisis my 9" trip around the world. 1t's Wife's 3%trip. Wherever | go, | share
the things which God has shared with me.

Now then, we're turning to the Gospel of John 14:16-17:
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“And | will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may
abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive,
because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth
with you, and shall be in you.” John 14:16-17

Did you notice something here? Jesus said that “the world cannot receive the Spirit.” It
does not say that “the world may not receive the Spirit,” but it says that “the world
cannot receive the Spirit.” That isto say, the world is incapable of receiving the Spirit -
not that it merely may not, but that it cannot. It simply cannot; it is incapable of
receiving and knowing the Spirit.

Then the Lord gives two reasons:

1) “Because it seeth him not.” Here | must use the German trandation. Are there any
Germans down herein this end of the world? Well, | see nobody. In German it says:
(reads the verse in German), then says, “Isn’t that beautiful?’

Well, what does the Bible say, “If any man speak in another tongue, let him pray that
he may interpret.” Well, | can interpret without praying for it. 1t's my mother tongue,
you know that.

In German you have this statement: “Because she (that is the world) has no eye for him.”
Now that is a German expression that needs explanation down here.

It works like this. It isaGerman saying when people observe that a certain young man
has an interest in a certain young girl. He has the tendency to let his eyes wonder in her
direction. And after awhile, people observeit. They notice that he likesto ook her way.

We haveit in Bible school. Our girlswould sit on one side, the fellows on the other side.
Of course these youngsters get interested you know. They wouldn’t in New Zealand, but
they do up there. Y ou can observe eyes wondering from one side to another when they
shouldn’t.

Now in Germany, they discovered that, as they do here, of course, and they will say, “He
has an eye for her.” That isto say he has an interest in her. The German Bible put
exactly what the Lord had in mind; that “the world cannot receive, and cannot know the
Spirit because she has no eye for him or no interest in him, no love for him.” There is
nothing in the world which has any interest in the Spirit of God.

Now if we are going to know the Spirit (and the Spirit of God isareal person), we need
to have an interest in the Spirit. |1 hope you understand when | say that the Spirit of God
isareal person. | do not mean the Spirit of God isa human being. Y ou see, we are very
poorly informed in thisarea. That isto say, many people are poorly informed.
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When we speak of a person, we are apt to think of a human being, of amaterial body.
WEell, the truth is that our material body has nothing to do with us as a personality entity.
It is not our body which makes us a person, not at all. The person is within. Thisisour
house. Paul called it atabernacle. Shall we say, thisisour bungalow.

When you look at me, you do not see Beuttler. Y ou only see the house, the cottage, in
which helives. Thisisour tabernacle, as Paul put it. We areintrinsically spirit
personalities, and we live in this house. | do not see you asaperson. Asl look at you, |
only seethe house in which you live. | see small houses, bigger houses, he houses, she
houses, beautiful houses (more or less, haha). | better not carry thistoo far or I’ll bein
trouble! | see houses that could stand some new roofing. My roof is holding up pretty
well. These are our houses.

We are persons, independent, irrespective of the body. That’s why Paul could say,
“Absent from the body, present with the Lord.” He speaks about “laying aside,
putting off, the tabernacle of his flesh.” When we die, we don’t get buried, the body
does, the house does, the bungalow does. The spirit, the person, the spirit personality
goes to be with the Lord.

Look here, Satan is a person, but he doesn’t have abody. 1’m not saying he has no form.
| have seen him. Not only that, he and | had a debate. Some of you in the earlier years
heard metell about it. He and | had two debates, two combats in a hotel room. I’'m not
describing that here, and don’t intend to during thisweek. He' svery, very real. He can
speak, he can see, but he doesn’t have a body.

Demons are personalities. They can hear; they can speak; they can think; they can
reason. They have all the faculties of communication. They have forms, but they do not
have bodies, that is, material bodies. They have spiritual bodies. There are spiritual
bodies, but they’ re not material. In Corinthians, Paul speaks about a spiritual body, but
it's not made of flesh and bones, it's made of spiritual essence - It’s not materia, it's
spiritual.

Angels are persons, but they do not have material bodies. God isaperson. |I’'m speaking
now of the Father. But He does not have a material body. Some of you that were with
me years ago, | spoke to you on the personality of God, and spoke about His form, etc.

Now the Spirit of God (of whom we speak this week), He is aperson. He does not have a
material body. | do not say He has no form, but Heisarea person. He has constituent
elements of personality. I'll explain that in alater session. He has faculties of
communication. He can hear; He can speak; He can touch. It sall the faculties of
communication. He does not have abody. The Holy Spirit can be treated like you can
treat any other person. I'll go into that thisweek. The Spirit of God has awill; He has
feeling; He hasintellect. We'll go into these areas.

We want to know the Spirit. To really know the Spirit, we will need to have an eye for
Him. | hope when you come, if you do come, that you bring with you an eye for the
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Spirit, a love for the Spirit, an interest in the Spirit. Through that, we’re going to get to
know Him.

Notice what Jesus said here, “The Spirit of truth whom the world cannot receive
because it seeth him not, (has no eye for him, has no interest in him) neither knoweth
him.” The Spirit can be known you see. “But ye know him for he dwelleth in you and
shall be in you.”

Notice two things here, two requisites for the true personal knowledge of the Spirit:

1) An eyefor Him, an interest, alove, and,

2) Also an experience. Inthefina analysis, the Spirit of God is known by experience.

We can know about the Spirit intellectually, and that is absolutely necessary, but we're
going to go this week way beyond a mere intellectual knowledge about the Spirit. We're
going to go over into the area of a personal knowledge of the Spirit in experience.

It's one thing to know a person outwardly, because we have certain information. Itis
another thing to know the Spirit personally in experience. Did you notice how Jesus put
it? “Neither knoweth him, but ye know him” for two reasons:

1) “For he dwelleth with you™ and
2) “Shall be in you.”

What you have hereis the personal presence of the Spirit of God, shall | say, the
companionship of the presence, His Spirit, and His abiding presence within us. We reach
that point (and we can reach that point), as we have a real genuine interest in the Spirit of
God. That meansalot. That has wide ramifications.

Y ou know, in the final analysis, we learn through experience.

Have you ever observed the statement in the Word, “Taste and see that the Lord is
good”? Have you ever observed that? “Taste and see”? Well, what is taste? Taste is
experience. Let metell you that some truths (we'll deal with the Spirit now) concerning
the Spirit will never be known by us apart from experience in the things of the Spirit.
There are things which no man can teach us. They must come through, or by means of,
revelation in conjunction with experience. “Taste and see that the Lord is good.” |
said to you, some things cannot be conveyed. (That’s alittle ambiguous.) Some truths
can neither be shared nor known apart from personal experience. “Taste and see.”

Whenever | get to Singapore (Singapore is almost my second home in the world), thereis
one fruit that | always go after. Hopefully I'll be there when it’sin season. Thefruitis
mangosteens. Now | suppose some of you folk that have been over therein the area
know what they are. | do not mean mangos, but mangosteens.
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They’'re like awalnut, have athick brown shell and inside there are dlices of snow white
meat, almost the shape of an orange within. You just break it apart (the slices come
apart), and when they are chilled in the refrigerator especialy, they are the most
refreshing, deliciousmous (a Beuttlerism) flavor. (Now that’s not in the dictionary.
When | say deliciousmous, | mean it’s better than delicious.) They have the most
deliciousmous flavor. Ooh, do they taste good! | could eat a basket full, and you can.
Youwon't diefromit. They are moreish—the more you eat, the more you want. And
they’ re so deliciousmous.

You say, “Brother Beuttler, what do they taste like?’

“l can’t tell you. I can’t tell you.” The nearest | can say isthey taste like some kind of a
perfumethat | couldn’t identify. Thereisno such perfume, | don’t think. They are so
good.

“Well, why don’t you tell us what they’re like?’

Y ou have to eat them to know. “Taste and see” that mangosteens are super
deliciousmous. That’s more than delicious, isn't it? You' ve got to taste it. Thereisno
language; there is no person that can describe their taste. It just can’t be done. Y ou have
totaste. Um! Wow! Umm!

“Well, what do they taste like?’

“Oh, I can’t tell you, but they are deliciousmous.”
“Do you got any more? There you are.”

“Taste and see that the Lord is good.”

And hopefully this week, the Lord will bring some of these into the experience of the
Spirit of God that we'll be able to say, “My, | never thought this was like this.” But it
takes an eye for the Spirit, and this eye for the Spirit has a diversity of ramifications and
applications.

| was teaching in school one year on the book of Hosea. That’s awonderful book, you
know. | had been teaching for about ten minutes, | would say, and | could suddenly, shall
| say discern, a presence of the Spirit over the students like a cloud coming down and
stopping or resting about this high over the average head.

Now | always had a policy in my class and that was, the Spirit of God is always
sovereign. | will not deprive the Spirit of His sovereignty. In other words, in class, asin
ameeting, asfar as|'m concerned, He can do what He pleases - He’s God. | never,
never interfere with the sovereignty of the Spirit of God.
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So when | noticed that presence, | shoved my notes back and said, “ Students, there is
quite a presence in this classroom. Let’s see what the Spirit wants,” because | knew
instinctively, inasmuch as the Spirit came down like a cloud, if you please, and then
rested over the average head about this high, obviously something wasup. So | let the
students know, and we were just sitting there in that presence. They knew right away that
Brother Beuttler says that; thenit’'s so. They counted on that. They could do that. There
we were.

There was quite a bit of quietness, totally still; so often people get too rambunxious. All
of a sudden as we sat there, off to my left, one of the girls began to sing in other tongues.
It was a beautiful singing. She wasway up to K or someplace, came down again, went
up again, down again, then stopped as though somebody cut her off.

One of the fellows began to sing the interpretation the same way. He went up and he
went down, then stopped. Another girl continued, alalalu. Oh did shesing, likean
operasinger, and interpretation. That went on likethis. By the timeit was finished
(there were a number of studentsinvolved), the Lord had given us an operettain the Holy
Ghost. It was beautiful. The operetta had to do with the love relationship between Christ
in His church.

When it was finished, there was a powerful utterance in prophecy that electrified that
class, hands went up, we were praising. While we were, one of the girlsto the left got the
Baptism, and the Lord swept over that classroom by His Spirit. Time was up, the bell
rang, nobody stopped. They kept on praising the Lord.

Another class came down the hill to get into the classroom, but we didn’t get out, because
they had to use the classroom next. They stood out in the vestibule wondering what they
should do because they couldn’t get in. While they stood out there, the Spirit of God
went on them and they went off. They kept going out there for an hour. We were till in
there shouting, praising God. God did a mighty work by His Spirit.

Another hour went by and the bell rang again. We still didn’t get out and they in the
vestibule didn’t move. The third year class came down the hill. They were supposed to
get in, but the vestibule was full, the classroom was full, so they stood on the outside.
They wondered, “What shall we do? Where will we have class?” While they wondered,
the Spirit fell on them and they went off.

When the noon hour came, the Spirit of God had fallen upon the entire school. At
dinnertime, there were only about 8 students who came down for their meal.

Now when Bible school students don’t come to meal, something iswrong. Either they’re
sick, or elsethey’rein love, or thereisrevival. Well, we had revival. God poured out
His Spirit in that school. For about ten days there were no classes, and the meetings went
on night and day. Students came down by night while others slept. There was nothing
organized. It was a continuous meeting where God did a mighty work, BUT it took an
eye for the Spirit.
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If | had said like some teachers said, “ Quiet now students. Point no. 3, take your pencil
and paper, we’re proceeding now. Please be quiet now. You can have a good time some
other time. Come on, we’re on page no. 2.”

Oh no!

We need to respect the sovereignty of the Spirit. Just because | had an interest, an eye
for the Spirit, | could discern that cloud coming down without having been aware of it
beforehand, and resting over the whole group and stopped. God moved and gave us a
mighty visitation.

| could tell you many thingsin thisarea. | might have some tonight, but in the meantime,
| must let you go. At least we had a chance of introducing our subject, get acquainted
with each other, and as mentioned before, we're going to tell, with the help of the Lord,
on knowing the Spirit.

So for this morning, God bless you, have a nice afternoon and I'll look for you this
evening.
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